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DR. CARROLL V. NEWSOM 


Dr. Carroll Vincent Newsom has resigned his position as Associate 
Commissioner for Higher Education to accept the Executive Vice Chancellor- 


ship of New York University. Dr. Newsom will assume his new post on 
July 15. He succeeds Dr. David Dodds Henry who will become President 
of the University of Illinois. 


Dr. Newsom joined the State Education Department in 1948 as Assist- 
ant Commissioner for Higher Education. In 1950 he became Associate 
Conmissioner. 


Dr. Newsom, a native of Illinois, was graduated in 1924 from the 
College of Emporia and obtained both his Master's degree and his Doctor 
of Philosophy degree from the University of Michigan. In addition to 
these, he holds nine honorary degrees. He began his career as a teacher 
of mathematics. For two years he was a member of the faculty at the 
University of Michigan. He taught for 16 years at the University of 
New Mexico where he was head of the Department of Mathematics. In 1944 
he became head of the Mathematics Department at Oberlin College. He 
has also taught at Kansas State Teachers College and at the University 
of Chicago. 


Although Dr. Newsom is internationally known for his work in mathe- 
matics, he also has taught all the physical sciences on the college level, 
has done research in astronomy and has received recognition in the fields 
of history, philosophy and curriculum revision in higher education. He 
was Editor-in-Chief of the "American Mathematical Monthly" from 1947-1952. 
His writings include four standard mathematical textbooks and contribu- 
tions to mathematical and educational journals. 
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As Associate Commissioner for Higher Education, Dr. Newsom has 
been in charge of the broad field of higher and professional education 
in New York State. This included all matters relating to colleges, uni- 
versities and professional schools. He was responsible for the super- 
vision of admission to professional study and the regulation of profess- 
ional practice. The New York State Library, the New York State Museum 
and the office of the New York State Historian were also under Dr. New- 
som's supervision. 


Dr. Newsom has made a lasting impression on librarians through 
his contributions to recent developments in library service for New York 
State. He was active in urging the formation of the Regents Committee 
on the Integration of College and University Library Resources in New York 
State, and has been a most useful guide and partner in its deliberations. 
Upon the publication of its report, "A Plan for Meeting College Library 
Problems," he urged and forwarded the implementation of the plan, arrang- 
ing for a temporary College Library Consultant, and planning a future 
strengthening of the State Library as recommended by the members of the 
Committee. In numerous other ways he has helped the State's librarians, 
and all of us will sincerely miss his wise and thoughtful guidance. 


Mason Tolman 
May 18, 1955. Reference Librarian 
New York State Library 
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NEWSPAPER COLLECTIONS 


Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, speaking recently to a group of newspaper 
publishers, pointed out that the only people in the world who are more 
interested in yesterday's newspaper than in tomorrow's are librarians. 
This highlights the particular interest in newspaper collecting which 
libraries have as a part of their responsibility. Newspapers are a key 
to the past which unlocks doors that no other documents are able to open. 
Because of their purely contemporary approach, they shed a light on 
history which no other medium gives. 


This does not mean of course that all libraries should collect all 
newspapers or even that all libraries should collect any newspapers. It 
does, however, indicate a need in those libraries which feel a responsi- 
bility for historic documentation to maintain extensive files of news- 
papers in the field of their special interests. It means probably that 
public libraries should collect newspapers of special interest to their 
locality and, for large libraries which have a central library function, 
like that of the New York State Library, it means collecting almost omniv- 
orously all of the newspapers which cover the northeastern section of the 
United States which are available to them. The State Library at present 
subscribes to at least one newspaper from each county in New York, as well 
as all the important dailies in New York State and a number of newspapers 
published in other states and in Great Britain. Historically its collec- 
tions go back as far as they can be developed. The famous fire of 1911 
destroyed part of this invaluable collection and the rebuilding of it has 
been a constant problem for the State Library. Mr. Joseph Gavit, now re- 
tired from the State Library staff, did yeoman service in developing and 
cataloging the newspaper collection. 


The problem of how best to store and maintain newspaper files has 
been a puzzling one for libraries since they are so large and require such 
expensive binding to be retained in any useable condition. It is also 
true that the newsprint from the period of the late nineteenth century 
through the present day is of very inferior quality and deteriorates 
rapidly. aA number of solutions have been tried. Perhaps the most suc- 
cessful to date has been the microfilming process which many libraries 
have found, reduces storage space to a workable size and maintains useable 
copies of badly damaged newspapers. Unfortunately some libraries must 
maintain files of the original. It is almost axiomatic that original 
copies should be maintained at some location or other even after the news- 
paper has been filmed. The New York State Library has accepted the re- 
sponsibility for maintaining the files of the papers within its historic 
area and so, while it may use microfilming to create useable copies, the 
storage problem will be always with us. Smaller libraries, however, 
should seriously consider micro-copies of newspapers for their collections 
because of the space saving aspects of this particular medium. 


The problem of locating and acquiring back files of historic papers 
is a challenging one and leads the avid collector into many old attics 
and to many an ancient office file in an effort to collect the precious 
early issues, editions of which so frequently have been almost entirely 
destroyed. With the help of good friends among book dealers and anti- 
quarians generally, the State Library has been able to develop its collec- 
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tions. Many newspaper publishers have disposed of their "morgues" by de- 
positing them in the State Library for safekeeping and so that they may 
be available for scholarly research. This, too, has provided an invalu- 
able source to us of otherwise unobtainable materials. The State Library 
eagerly hopes that librarians and citizens who have access to files of 
old newspapers will let us get a chance to examine them and perhaps add 
them to our collection before they are destroyed. 


Historians have found newspaper sources in the State Library of 
tremendous value on projects, large and small alike. Scholars studying 
the history of the Erie Canal, for instance, have spent hours going 
through newspapers, Hardly a day passes that a request to locate an 
obituary, to verify a sailing date of a vessel, or a similar instance, 
through our newspaper file, does not come to the State Library from some 
scholarly author who is preparing a manuscript. While the State Library 
has been unable to make extensive newspaper searches because its staff 
is too busy with many other projects, the library is happy to make such 
searches as it can and is always delighted to make its files available 
to visiting scholars. There is an arrangement whereby a member of the 
Library staff can search newspapers on his own time for out-of-town 
scholars at a slight charge. 


Many of the facets of the newspaper collecting game are of tremen- 
dous interest; for instance, the problem of the famous issue of the Ulster 
County Gazette which reported the death of George Washington and of which 
issues of the original are practically unknown today, but which has been 
reprinted—-what are supposed to be facsimile copies--innumerable times. 

Dr. R. W. G. Vail, former State Librarian of New York State, and at present 
Director of the New York Historical Society, has thoroughly documented the 
fascinating history of this elusive issue in a monograph published by the 
New York Public Library. Students of Civil War history find such news- 
paper curiosities as those papers printed on wallpaper during the Siege 

of Vicksburg, because the supply of newsprint had been exhausted, of great 
interest and of historical importance. Newspapers of course have record- 
ed and presented in form that grows increasingly interesting over the years 
such historic facts as the assassination of Lincoln, the events of innu- 
merable battles in war time, and shown a picture of the economic and cul- 
tural development of the country from a day-to-day point of view that 

is unequaled elsewhere. 


So it is that the librarian finds yesterday's newspaper more inter- 
esting than tomorrow's and more important to his work; and when tomorrow's 
newspaper becomes yesterday's, he will as avidly collect it as he would 
search for an historic copy of the Ulster County Gazette. 


Mason Tolman 
Reference Librarian 
New York State Library 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 
Suggested by The Staff, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Ballard, T.J. & Conklin, Q.E. The uranium prospector's guide. 
Harper. $3.50. 

A nontechnical volume for the "prospector, miner, or layman who is 
interested in uranium raw materials." Maps, photographs, drawings, 
diagrams. Bibliographies, glossary, appendixes, index. 622.1 


Bates, Marston. The prevalence of people. Scribner. $3.95. 

A biologist informally reports on the world's population problems 
and hopefully concludes that man can escape an "internationally 
planned economy." Maps, tables. Bibliography, notes, index. 312 


Biddle, C.D. My Philadelphia father, as told to Kyle Crichton. 
Doubleday. $4. 


A vanished society is entertainingly pictured in the lively biog- 
raphy of the late sportsman and philanthropist who, at 58, was 
called "the happiest millionaire alive." 

Photographs. B or 92 


Blair, Clay, jr. Beyond courage. McKay. $3.50. 

Four stories of five dauntless U.S. Air Force officers who, forced 
down behind Chinese lines in Korea, escaped in spite of privations 
and threatened or actual capture. Endpaper map, photographs. 940.54 


Bolitho, Hector. Jinnah; creator of Pakistan. Macmillan. $3.75. 
Revealing biography of the leader of the Muslim League, whose un- 
comprising "single-mindedness of purpose" won the partition of India 
in 1947. Map, photographs. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Bowen, E.S., pseud. Return to laughter. Harper. $3.50. 

A social anthropologist who lived for 26 months in a West African 
village dramatically records the "sea change in oneself that comes 
from immersion in another and savage culture." 916 


YP *Braddon, Russell. New wings for a warrior; the story of Group-Captain 


RH 


Leonard Cheshire. Rinehart. $3.50. 

An unconventional biography of one of Britain's most decorated war 

heroes who dedicated himself to the cause of peace after witnessing 
the bombing of Nagasaki. Photographs. B or 92 
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YF 
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YP 
RH 


Brickhill, Paul. The Dam Busters. Ballantine Bks. $2; 35¢ paper 
RAF squadron 617's precision dive bombing techniques, employing 
Barnes Wallis's new missiles, destroyed choice targets in Germany 
from 1943 to 1945. 940.54 


Bridgeman, William, & Hazard, Jacqueline. The lonely sky.Holt.$3.95. 
The second man to fly a plane at supersonic speeds vividly records 
the thoughts and emotions he experienced during tense waiting 
periods, practice sessions and dangerous test flights. Photographs. 
629.1 


Casey, R.G. Friends and neighbors. Michigan State College Fress.$3. 
Australia's Minister for External Affairs succinctly discusses his 
country's "outlook on the world" and her relations with the United 
States and the Pacific and Middle Eastern nations. Endpaper map.994 


YP *Dodge, N.N. & Zim, H.S. The American Southwest; a guide to the wide 


RH 


open spaces. (A Golden regional guide) Simon & Schuster. $1.95. 
First of a new series, this pocket-sized book,in text and colored 
illustrations describes the flora and fauna of the section and offers 
essential information on the historic and geographic features with 
suggested plans and itineraries. Maps. 917.8 


YP *Finegan, Jack. India today! Bethany Press. $4.25. 


RH 


YP 
RH 


In an attractive, square book, an American theologian and archeologist 
who lived and traveled in India for two years outlines the geography, 
history, religion, politics, economics and social structure of the 
country. Map, photographs. Appendix, bibliography,indexes. 915.4 

In India's walking saint; the story of Vinoba Bhave, by Hallam 
Tennyson (Doubleday. $3.50, 333.3), a companion of the disciple 

and spiritual successor of Mahatma Ghandi writes sympathetically 

of Vinoba's teachings and land distribution system. Endpaper map. 


Hanson, Lawrence, & Hanson, Elisabeth. Noble savage; the life of 
Paul Gauguin. Random House. $5. 

Well-written, fresh reconstruction of the life and development as an 
artist of the highly unconventional, amoral French businessman turned 
painter. Illustrations, some nudes. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


YP *Hildebrand, Kenneth. Achieving real happiness. Harper. $3. 


RH 


The minister at Central Church, Chicago (undenominational) relates 
religious faith to everyday problems, writing for the "realistic 
individual who, in the stress of life, seeks serviceable tools to 
help him understand and stabilize himself." Notes. 171.4 


Ickes, H.L. The secret diary of Harold L. Ickes, v.3: The lowering 
clouds, 1939-1941. Simon & Schuster. $6. 

Continues the detailed, candid portrayal of the men and events that 
influenced New Deal policies from the beginning of the war in Europe 
through the attack on Pearl Harbor. Biographical notes,index. 973.91 


PR *Kubly, Herbert. American in Italy. Simon & Schuster. $4.50. 


On a Fulbright grant, the author spent 14 months in Sicily and Italy 
and the colorful, anecdotal report of what he saw and heard contrib- 
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utes to a better understanding of the Italian people and their re- 
action to America's good will policy. 914.5 


YP McKee, E.M. The people act; stories of how Americans are coming to- 

RH gether to deal with their community problems. Harper. $3.50. 
Eleven award-winning stories selected by the originator of the radio 

program, "The people act." Appendixes, bibliography, index. 323.35 












YP *Mackenzie, Gertrude, & Goode, Ruth. 
RH Maine. Simon & Schuster. $3.50. 

Entertaining account of the adventures of two girls who left profit- 
able jobs in New York, bought a general store in a Maine coast village 
and became useful and permanent members of the community. 917.4 


My love affair with the State of 









*Malkin, R.S. How to landscape your own home. Harper. $4.95. 
A landscape architect gives practical suggestions and instructions 
for "the arrangement of the land around the home so that it is pleasant 
both to look at and to be in."Diagrams,sketches.Appendixes,index. 712 
*Living in the back yard, by Borden Hall (Harper. $3.95. 712) attrac- 
tively teaches how to plan for yard improvement and use space economi- 
cally for lawns, trees, vines, shrubs, hedges, swimming pools, drive- 
ways, patios, retaining walls, electric wiring, fences, wells, barbe- 
cue pits, picnic spots and accessories.Photographs,drawings,plans. 





















Malthe-Bruun, Kim. Heroic heart; ed. by his mother; tr. by Gerry 
Bothmer. Random House. $3. 
Selections from the diary and letters of a young Danish sailor,1941- 
45, reveal in moving, poetic prose his love for the sea, future hopes 
and the mature philosophy with which he met execution by the Nazis. 
940.54 


Y *Mayer, Martin. Wall Street: men and money. Harper. $3.50. 
Informal explanation of how stock exchanges work, with interesting 
stories of prominent people in the fascinating world of finance.Index. 
332.61 
YP Mays, Willie. Born to play ball; as told to Charles Einstein. 
RH Putnam. $2.50. 
The Giants' centerfielder straightforwardly relates the experiences 
of his life and career as an athlete. Photographs. 796.357 

















YP *Miers, E.S. The web of victory; Grant at Vicksburg. Knopf. $5. 

R Expert interpretation of the campaign, giving a fascinating picture 

of the officers and troops who, increasingly confident of Grant's 
ability, helped hir win the "big gamble." Maps, photographs. Bibliog- 
raphy, notes on the sources, index. 973.73 


YP Muldoon, Guy. Leopards in the night. Appleton-Century-Crofts. $4. 
RH A Rhodesian, now Game Control Officer in Nyasaland, describes his 
protection of the natives’ livestock and lands from marauding wild 
animals and his perilous big game hunting adventures.Map, photographs. 
799 2 
YP *In Pori tupu, by Oskar Koenig (McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 799.2) a German 
RH professional hunter with 25 years' experience from Cairo to the Cape 
recounts exciting incidents of safaris in Tanganyika and sensitively 
depicts “one of the last paradises on this earth." Photographs. 
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Nordyke, Lewis. Great roundup; the story of Texas and southwestern 
cowmen. Morrow. $5. 

Spirited history of the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Associ- 
ation, which has effectively controlled grazing practices, brand 
registration and rustling, serving consumers and ranchmen. Maps, 
photographs, drawings. Index. 917.64 


Rosen, M.W. The Viking rocket story. Harper. $3.75. 

The Navy scientific officer in charge of development of the Viking 
reports on eight years of research and experimentation at White Sands 
Proving Grounds. Map, photographs, diagrams. Tables, index. 629.14 


*Runyon, A.M. & Bergame, V.F.,eds. Around the U.S.A. in 1,000 pictures; 
a photographic encyclopedia of travel in the United States. Double- 
day. $5. 

Arranged in 11 regions, each with introductory text, photographs with 
captions "showing America in its many moods" will interest the future 
or returned traveler. Maps. Index. R917 .3 


*Sanderson, R.W. The church serves the changing city. Harper. $3. 
An experienced researcher, in a study of eight typical churches, pre- 
sents an enlightening "documented impression" of how Protestantism at- 
tempts to minister to the underprivileged in urban areas.Photographs.261 


*Seale, Ervin. Learn to live;the meaning of the parables.Morrow.$2.75. 
Clear interpretation of the real and figurative meaning of Jesus! para- 
bles, applying their universal truths to modern problems. 226.8 
In When the heart is hungry, by C.L. Allen (Revell. $2. 226.8) the 


pastor of Grace Methodist Church, Atlanta, presents simply the messages 
of Christ's parables, showing how "they deal with the common experi- 
ences of men and minister to man's daily needs." 


Sharp, R.H. On wings of the Word. Duell; Little. $4.50. 

To study the influence of the Bible in foreign lands, a former Chris- 
tian Science Monitor correspondent traveled through 96 countries in 
two years and here reports his experiences on a trip that "became an 
adventure in world-wide friendship." Photographs. Index. 220 


Shaw, Wilbur. Gentlemen, start your engines. Coward-McCann. $5. 
Posthumously published autobiography of the ambitious, daring racing 
car champion who practiced the principles of true sportsmanship learned 
from his father and rose to become manager of the Indianapolis Speed- 
way. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


*Shoemaker, Mrs H.S. The secret of effective prayer. Revell. $2. 
The wife of a Pittsburgh minister cites many true cases to prove the 
power of personal, family and group prayers in a book "geared" to the 
everyday needs of the average person. 264.1 


Siegfried, Andre. America at mid-century; tr. by Margaret Ledesert. 
Harcourt. $5.75. 

A distinguished French historian and economist analyzes modern Ameri- 
can geography, economy, social structure, mores, politics and foreign 
policies in their relationships to Europe. Tables. 917.3 
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Speck, G.E., ed. Concise science encyclopedia. Crowell. $3.50. 
Short explanations, alphabetically arranged, of terms used in "those 
aspects of science which are now freely featured in films, radio, 
television, newspapers, periodicals and science fiction."Photographs, 
diagrams, drawings, tables. R503 


oo 










Spencer, S.R. jr. Booker T. Washington and the Negro's place in 
American life (Library of American biography ser.) Little. $3. 
Inspiring story of the slave boy who founded Tuskegee Normal and In- 
dustrial Institute and evolved a "practical program for Negro-—white 

relationships." Sources note, index. B or 92 











Spender, Stephen. Collected poems 1928-1953. Random House. $4. 
The author's own selection, comprising "a weeded, though not a tidied 
up or altered garden." 821.91 








Sweeney, John.Skin diving and exploring underwater.McGraw-Hill.$3.50. 
Excellent handbook for new divers, containing practical information 
about equipment and safety measures, with enthusiastic descriptions 
of the wonders of marine life. Photographs.Appendixes,index. 797.2 











Swiggett, Howard. 
Doubleday. $4. 
Brief biographical sketches, giving little-known facts, demonstrate 

how the personal shortcomings of 19 able men robbed them of true great- 
ness and lasting fame. Sources, index. B or 92 


The forgotten leaders of the Revolution. 


>t 




















YP *Tenzing Norgay, & Ullman, J.R. Tiger of the snows; the autobiography 
RH of Tenzing of Everest. Putnam. $4.50. 
Simply and modestly the world's most noted Sherpa telis of his moun- 
taineering career and his reactions to the fame and controversy that 
followed the realization of his life's dream.Maps,photographs.B or 92 


YP *Trueblood, D.E. Declaration of freedom. Harper. $1.50. 

RH Provocative discussion of the privileges and responsibilities of the 
citizen in democracy, clarifying the complex relationship between 
liberty and equality. 323.44 


YP Vaculik, Serge. Air commando; tr. from the French. Dutton. $4. 

R Incredible exploits of a young Czech who fought in the French army, 
was wounded and captured at Dunkirk, escaped through Spain and Portu- 
gal to join De Gaulle in England, became a paratrooper and leader of 

a French resistance group. 940.54 













Warner, Rex. 
Press. $3.50. 
Delightful retelling of the classical myths, taken mainly from Euri- 
pides and Aeschylus. Drawings. 292 


The vengeance of the gods. Michigan State College 


& tS 








Wells, George, & Wells, Iris. The auto camper's guide to Canada and 
directory of campgrounds. Harper. $3. 

This practical little book suggests economical equipment and rules 
for safe tent and trailer camping, listing hotels, lodges and cabins 
as well as campgrounds. 796.54 
















The Bookmark -213- 1955 


Fiction 


Bonnet, Theodore. Dutch. Doubleday. $3.95. 

How the discovery of a lost Rembrandt in Dan McClatchy's northern 
California tavern affects his fortunes is told in a long, rambling, 
but absorbing novel by the author of The Mudlark. 


Carr, J.D. Captain Cut-throat. Harper. $3.50. 

Thrilling, romantic tale of the search for the unknown assassin who 
strikes terror among Napoleon's troops as they prepare to cross the 
channel for the attack on England. 


Chavchavadze, Paul. Father Vikenty; a novel about a Russian priest 
and his New York parish. Houghton. $3.75. 

The kindly, bumbling hero and his dog, Dragoon, have many serio-comic 
encounters with a squabbling congregation in this delicately told, 
sophisticated. tale. 


YP *Kramer, Gerhard. We shall march again; tr. from the German.Putnam.$3.75. 

R Gripping narrative of a Berlin lawyer, caught in the chaos of defeat 
in Russia, who learns that some of his comrades hope that Germany will 
attempt a third world conquest. 


Mortimer, Mrs Penelope. Avilla in summer. Harcourt. $3.50. 

The Addams and their two children left a London apartment for a summer 
in a friend's country cottage only to find strange contacts and loose 
standards threatening their happy marriage. 


= *Osaragi, Jiro, pseud. Homecoming; tr. from the Japanese. Knopf. $3.75. 
Sensitive exploration of the emotions of an exiled naval officer, re- 
turned to Japan after World War II, as he realizes that life in his 
homeland is no longer possible for him. 


YP Peisson, Edouard. The liner; a novel. Norton. $3.50. 

R Suspense pervades this unusual tale of a doomed passenger ship and two 
others who came to her aid, as her captain reacts to his sense of 
total responsibility for her loss. 


PR *Stong, P.D. Blizzard. Doubleday. $3.50. 

H Jim Mercer's snowbound Iowa farm is invaded by an ill-assorted group 
of stranded city folk and this memorable, romantic novel skilfully 
details the ensuing personal clashes that match the fury of the storm 
during a long weekend. 


YP Wilson, W.E. The raiders. Rinehart. $3. 

R Mayor Jack Clayburn discovers a band of Confederate cavalrymen bent 
on raiding Crescent City on the Ohio River, and the tension mounts 
as the Rebels occupy the town and his problems multiply. 


YP *Woodward, Mrs E.C. & Roberts, E.B. The pink rose. Lothrop. $2.50. 

RH Slight, appealing tale of a spirited, intelligent Hartford girl's 
year as a reluctant debutante at the turn of the century, and her de- 
termination to marry for love rather than social position. 
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Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Aspley, J.C. How to sell quality. The Dartnell Press. 4660 
Ravenswood Ave., Chicago 40, Ill. 1955. 63p. 40¢. 
















Beckoff, Samuel. Newspapers. (Communication-arts series, no.3) 
Oxford Book Company, Inc. 222 Fourth Ave., New York 3. 1954. 
120p. 60¢. 













Carter, G.M. South Africa. (Headline series no. 109) Foreign 
Policy Association, Inc. 345 East 45th St., New York 17. 
Jan. 20, 1955. 62p. 35¢. 





Costa, Joe. Beginner's guide to color photography. (Modern camera 
guide series) Greenberg, Publisher. 201 East 57th St., New York 
22. 1955. 1104p. $1.95. 





DeCamp, C.E. Care of the aging dog. All-Pets Books, Inc. 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 1954. G64p. $1.25. 


Deutsch, Albert. What we can do about the drug menace. (Pamphlet 
no.186) Public Affairs Committee, Inc. 22 East 38th St., 
New York 16. 1952. 32p. 25¢. 
















Intervention of international communism in Guatemala. Department of 
State publication no. 5556. Inter-American series 48. 
Supt. of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office. Washington 
25, D.C. Aug. 1954. 96p. 35¢. 











Perry, L.D. and Slepicka, Frank. Bird houses. Chas. A. Bennett 
Co., Inc. Peoria 3, Ill. 1955. 96p. $1.75. 








Social security. New pamphlets and leaflets with 1954 amendments 
and information about extended protection are available at your 
nearest Social Security office or 545 Broadway, Albany, New York 
and from the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
Washington, D.C. 
















United States tariff policy. Committee for Economic Development. 
444, Madison Ave., New York 22. Nov. 1954. 38p. Single copy 
free. 


Westin, Alan. The Constitution and loyalty programs. (Freedom 
agenda no.14) Carrie Chapman Catt Memorial Fund, Inc. 164 Lexing- 
ton Ave., New York 16. 1954. 53p. 25¢. 
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AROUND THE CAMPFIRE WITH BOOKS 


Selected by Mabel B. Bell, Children's Librarian of The New York 
Public Library, Countee Cullen Branch. Edited for the NYLA Section for 
Children's and Young People's Librarians by Ethna Sheehan. 


Brown, Marcia. Stone soup. Scribner. $2. 
Bright bold pictures enliven this retelling of an old folk tale. (7-9) 


Clark, Ann Nolan. Blue Canyon horse. Viking. $2.75. 
An Indian boy's love for his horse is told in poetic language. Beauti- 
fully illustrated. (7-11) 


Gannett, Ruth S. My father's dragon. Random House. $2. 
A charming, magical story of a little boy's adventures with a dragon on 
Wind Island. Pictures in color by R.C. Gannett. (7-10) 


Hosford, Dorothy. Thunder of the gods. Holt. $2.50. 
Excellent retelling of Norse Myths. (9-14) 


Jones, Louis C. Spooks of the Valley. Houghton. $2.50. 
Ghost stories of the Hudson River Valley. (10-15) 


Kalibala, E. B. & Davis, M.G. Wakaima and the clay man. Longmans. $2. 
Collection of beautifully written authentic East African folk tales. 
Forceful illustrations by Avery Johnson. (8-12) 


Lindgren, Astrid. Pippi Longstocking. Viking. $2. 
Imaginative tale of the amusing experiences of a little girl who lived 
alone with a monkey and horse. (9-14) 


McCloskey, Robert. Homer Price. Viking. $2.50. 

Six tales depicting life in a mid-western town for a small boy. Full of 
fun and excitement. Interesting pictures capture the spirit and flavor of 
the text. (9-15) 


Morrison, Lillian. Black within & red without. Crowell. $2. 
Collection of traditional riddles that are popular with children of all 
ages. Illustrated by Jo Spier. (9-12) 


Olds, Elizabeth. Feather mountain. Houghton. $2. 
Iroquois Indian story told with imagination and beauty. Colored 
pictures. (7-10) 


Sherlock, Philip M. Anansi, the spider man. Crowell. $2.50. 
Beloved folk tales of the West Indies told with beauty and simplicity. 
Distinctive illustrations by Marcia Brown. (8-12) 


Ward, Lynd. The biggest bear. Houghton. $3. 
Wonderful story of how a boy gets a bear in the northern woodland. (7-9) 
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rues Recent Accessions 







Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Jane P. Yawger, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ART FROM AROUND THE WORLD 


American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass. Paul Revere's engrav- 
ings, by C. S. Brigham. Worcester. 1954. 18lp. 769 qg452am 
Auerbach, Erna. Tudor artists; a study of painters in the Royal service 

and of portraiture on illuminated documents from the accession of 
Henry VIII to the death of Elizabeth I. University of London, the 
Athlone Press. distributed by Constable; U.S.A,, J. deGraff 1954. 


222p. 096 A917 
Berckelaers, F. L. Lee Hersch by Michel Seuphor, pseud. Paris. 
Arnaud. 1954. Alp. 759.1 H571b 


Hillier, J. R. Japanese masters of the colour print; a great heritage 
of oriental art. c-London5z Phaidon. 1954. 139p. 761.283 qH654 
Priest, Alan. Aspects of Chinese painting. Macmillan. 1954. 134p. 


759.951 PILI 
THE EMPLOYEE 


Cochran, H. P. Scientific employee benefit planning: pensions, profit- 
sharing and stock bonuses. Little. 1954. 35d4p. 331.252 C663 

National Manpower Council. A policy for skilled manpower: a statement 
by the Council with facts and issues prepared by the research staff. 
Columbia Univ. Press. 1954.  299p. 331.112 N27 


INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 


Buchanan, N. S. Approaches to economic development by N. S. Buchanan 
and H. S. Ellis. Twentieth Century Fund. 1955. 494p.338.91 B918 

Hogenson, P. T. The economics of group banking. Introd. by R. W. Babson. 
Public Affairs Press. 1955. 199p. 332.16 H715 

International Economic Association. Monopoly and competition and their 
regulation; papers and proceedings of a conference held by the In- 
ternational Economic Association. London. Macmillan; N.Y. St. 


Martin's Press. 1954. 548p. 338.82 I6l 
Kurihara, K. K.ed. Post-Keynesian economics. Rutgers Univ. Press. 1954. 

442p. 330.1 K96 
Topf, S. B. A manual for industrial development. Cambria Heights, N.Y. 

Rhodes Pub. 1954. 34l1p. 338.91 1673 
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SCIENCE 
Bagnold, R. A. The physics of blown sand and desert dunes. London. 
Methuen. 1954. 265p. 551.37 BlA 1954 
Blackman, F. F. Analytic studies in plant respiration Cambridge, Engo 
Univ. Press. 1954. 23l1p. *  §81.12 B629 
Meinertzhagen, Richard. Birds of Arabia. Edinburgh. Oliver and Boyd. 
1954. 62dp. 598.2953 qM514 


SOCIOLOGY 


Landis, J. T. Building your life yby, J. T. Landis -andy M.G. Landis. 
Prentice-Hall. 1955. 33lp. 301.1584 L257 

Simmel, Georg. Conflict, tr. by K. H. Wolff. The web of group-affili- 
ations, tr. by Reinhard Bendix. With a foreword by E. C. Hughes. 
Glencoe, Ill. Free Press. 1955. 195p. 301 $592c 


TWO WESTERNERS 


Bartholomew, E. E. Cullen Baker, premier Texas gunfighter; illus. from 
the Rose collection. Houston. Frontier Press of Texas. 1954. 
139p. 364 Zb16b 
Thompson, E. B. Matthew Hale Carpenter, Webster of the West. Madison 
State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 1954. 335p.973.809 C296t 


VIRGINIA 


Kocher, A. L. Shadows in silver; a record of Virginia, 1850-1900, in 
contemporary photographs taken by George and Huestis Cook, with 
additions from the Cook collection. Scribner. 1954.  264p. 

917.55 qK76 

Rothery, A. E. Houses Virginians have loved. Rinehart. 1954. 319p. 

728 R846 


YOUR HEALTH AND THE HEALTH OF YOUR COMMUNITY 


Mills, C. A. Air pollution and community health. Christopher. 1954. 
Shaw, J. H. ed. Fluoridation as a public health measure. Washington. 
Amer. Association for the Advancement of Science. 1954. 232p. 

617.6 $534 
Van Pelt, S. J. How to conquer nerves. Roy Pubs. 1954. 108p. 
616.85 V273 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Atherton, L. E. Main street on the middle border. Indiana Univ. Press. 
1954. 4423p. 917.7 A868 
Campbell, Angus. The voter decides, by Angus Campbell, Gerald Gurin and 
W. E. Miller. Evanston, Ill. Row, Peterson. 1954. 242p. 324.73 C187 
Crisp, Frank. The adventures of whaling. London. Macmillan; N.Y St. 
Martin's Press. 1954. 143p. 639.2°6932 
Guerard, A. L. Bottle in the sea. Harvard Univ. Press. 1954. 159p. 
194.9 G929 
Luthin, R. H. American demagogues; twentieth century. With an introd. 
by Allan Nevins. Beacon Press. 1954. 368p. 973.91 L973 
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Official Publications 


_. OF NEW YORK 


Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available from New York State Library, Gift and Exchange 
Section, Albany 1, New York. Others may be obtained from 
issuing office. 


*AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Geneva. Annual report, 73rd, 1954. 
(1955) 26p. 


AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION, Ithaca. Fringe families and their 
social participation by W.A. Anderson. (1955) <A47p. 
(Bulletin 909, April 1955) 


*AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Preliminary annual report of the 
comptroller, 1955. 1955. Jldp. 


*CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. Civil defense public alert signals. (1955) 
1 sheet. Mimeo. (Bulletin for directors, no. 82; March 31, 1955) 


* ‘Menus and market order for welfare mass feeding. (1955) Unp. 
Mimeo. (Bulletin for directors, no. 81; April 6, 1955) 


* Mike installations. (1955) 2p. Mimeo. (Bulletin for directors, 
no. 80; March 28, 1955) 


* New York state defense emergency act and related defense emergency 


laws, 1951-1953. (1955) S4p. 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Children's camps in New York state, 1955. (1955) 
64p. 


*COMMERCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...1955. 1955. 50p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 43) 


*CONSERVATION DEPT. Division of parks. New York state parks. (1955) 
Folder. 


*DISCRIMINATION, COMMISSION AGAINST. Report of progress, 1953. (1955) 
88p. 


*EDUCATION DEPT. How many public school teachers does New York state 
need? by Janet W. Bump and Wayne W. Soper. 1955. 2dp. 
(Fourth edition) 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Dentists and dental hygienists registered as of 
September 1, 1954; dental schools, dental hygiene schools, 1954-56. 
1955. 1149p. (Univ. of the state of New Yerk bull. no.1434,March 1955) 
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*EDUCATION DEPT. Intensive teacher training program, for the college 
graduate interested in elementary teaching. (1955) Folder. 


__.. The law and the rules of practice relating to appeals to the 
Commissioner of education. 1955. 24p. (Handbook 1) 


* __ Manual for the instruction of school bus drivers. 1955. S8Ap. 
* _- Organization and institutions, 1954-55. (1955) 249p. (Handbook 24) 


* __ Podiatrists registered between December 1, 1953-November 30, 1954. 
(1955) 6p. 

#___ School problems in suburban areas: a preliminary statement out- 
lining the character of the problem. 1955. Var. pag. 


* __ Division of pupil personnel services. Bureau of health services. 
First aid care of school emergencies. 1954. 8p. 


* __ Division of research. Reasons why some teachers leave public school 
teaching, by Edmund H. Crane and James R.D. Erviti, associates in 
education research. (1955) 4dp. 


* Division of school buildings and grounds. Planning the school 
auditorium. (1955) 16p. 


* __ Bureau of secondary curriculum development. The spelling program; 
grades 7, 8 and 9. 1954. 27p. 


*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Message...in relation to compulsory in- 
spection of motor vehicles. 1955. 4p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 62) 


*HEALTH, DEPT. OF. Protect your child from head lice. 1955. Folder. 
*# __ Tips on dishwashing. 1955. Unp. 


*INSURANCE DEPT. Annual report, 94th, of the Superintendent of insur- 
ance for the year ended December 31, 1952, vol. II. 1954. 
1328p. (Legis Doe 1953 no. 90) 


INTERSTATE COOPERATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Conference on 
interstate problems affecting juveniles, resume, January 20-21, 1955, 
Hotel Commodore, New York city. (Sponsored jointly by...and the 
Council of state governments) 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. Coverage of 
New York state employees under federal old-age and survivors insur- 
ance. (1955) 1lp. (Special labor news memorandum, no. 55; February 
28, 1955) 


*LABOR, DEPT. OF. Research memorandums, March 7, 1955, listing of the 
special labor news memorandums, (1955) 3p. Mimeo. 
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*MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS, DIV. OF. Annual report of the Chief of 
staff to the Governor...for the year 1953. 1954. 19dp. 


*MUNICIPAL TORT LIABILITY, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report, lst, 
interim...February 15, 1955. 1955. 29p. (Legis Doe 1955 no. 42) 


*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM. Recent discoveries suggesting an early wood- 
land burial cult in the Northeast by William A. Ritchie, state 
archeologist. 1955. 135p. (Circular 40, February 1955) 


*PAROLE, DIV. OF. Annual report, 24th...for the year January 1, 1953 to 
December 31, 1953. (1955) 20lp. 


PUBLIC SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Annual report, Public service commission for 


the year 1954. (1955) 247p. (Cover title: Regulation of public 
utilities in New York state) 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Raspberry 
growing: culture, diseases and insects. (1955) 62p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 719; revised March 1955) 


___. Department of agricultural economics. Merchandising dry beans by 
David J. Allee. (1955) 2lp. (A.E. 958; January 1955) 


___. Extension service. Fertilizers for apple trees. 1955. 2p. Mimeo. 
(Letter no. 2 


___ ___ Green tip to delayed dormant spray-apples. (1955) 1p. Mimeo. 
(Spray information no. 3) 


___ ___ Prevention of scab infection on apples. 3p. (1955) Mimeo. 


__. __ Use the right "combination" of crop varities tailored for your 
soils. (1955) Ap. 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, Ithaca. An 


expansible house. (1955) 23p. (Cornell miscellaneous bulletin 22; 
February 1955) 


*STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, 
Ithaca. American labor unions; an outline of growth and structure 
by Reed C. Richardson. (1955) 18p. (Bulletin 30; March 1955) 


STATE TAX COMMISSION. The New York state and local tax system, 1954. 
1954. 35p. 


*STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK. Board of trustees. Annual report...1954. 
(1955) A7p. (Legis Doe 1955 no. 25) 
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ooo LIBRARY” 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities in Cibraries 


Edited by Jean L. Connor and I. Marie Gustafson, Library Extension 
MULTI-COUNTY LIBRARY ACTIVITIES 


Clinton-Essex. A librarians' meeting of the Clinton-Essex County Library 
Service System was held on May 12. There was a discussion of "A basic 
reference collection for the small library." 


Herkimer-Montgomery. At a meeting of the Herkimer-Montgomery County 
Library Organization, May 11, 1955, the following officers were 
elected: Mrs. John Bilobrowka, President, and Mrs. Leo Girard, 
Secretary and Treasurer. The group plans a study of county library 
systems. 


ACTIVITIES BY COUNTY 


Albany. Mrs. Raymond W. Rau has been appointed librarian at the Delmar 
Public Library. Advantages of a county-wide library system were pre- 
sented at a meeting of the Friends of the Albany Public Library, April 
21. L. Marion Moshier and Thomas H. McKaig were the speakers. 


Cattaraugus. National Hobby Month was observed at the Salamanca Public 
Library with displays of favorite hobby books in cooperation with the 
Hobby Guild of America. 


Dutchess. A curbside book return box is to be installed at the Adriance 
Library, Poughkeepsie. Library service was resumed on May 3 at the 
Millerton Free Public Library in a new temporary location, a little 
ove~ one month after the destruction of the library by fire. Over 
...»2> Looks were donated and a public fund drive netted over $1,000. 
iE Park's Free library exhibited a group of paintings done by 
members of the Adult Education painting class. The Hyde Park play- 
ers recently presented a benefit performance for this library. 


Jefferson. A TV program on Children and Comics was sponsored by the 
Regional Library Service Center on May 8. An art exhibit in the ro- 
tunda of the Flower Memorial Library, Watertown, featured the work 
of high school students in northern New York. New shelving has been 
installed in Rodman. A campaign to raise money for major repairs to 
the library building has been undertaken at Alexandria Bay. 


Kings. A browsing room, in memory of Raymond Vail Ingersoll, was dedi- 
cated April 3rd in the Brooklyn Public Library's Central Building. 
The Friends of the Brooklyn Public Library held their annual meeting 
on April 21. They presented the library with a world globe. 


Lewis. Mrs. H.F. Drew, librarian of the Lyons Falls Free Library, has 
an article appearing in the spring issue of North Country Life on 
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"Almanacs, Old and New." The basement meeting room of the Lowville 
Free Library has been redecorated by the Home Bureau. 


Monroe. The first quarter of the year showed a 15% gain in circulation 

in the Monroe County Library System. A plan for the exchange of 
duplicates within the system has been set up. A story hour clinic 

is being planned for next fall. Mrs. B.S. Fryatt, president of the 
East Rochester Public Library Board, has given her home to the 
village, to be used for library purposes. The Lincoln-Rochester Trust 
Company is building a new bank and providing in it free space for the 
Titus-Cooper Branch of the Irondequoit Library. 


Nassau. An exhibit of work done by the handicapped, sponsored by the 
Goodwill Industries, was held at the Freeport Memorial Library. 
The 11th annual art exhibition of the Malverne artists was held in 
the Malverne Public Library. The Bryant Library, Roslyn, was given 
a memorial display case by the Great Books groups and the library 
staff. The first exhibit was one of rare botanical books. High- 
lighting the exhibit was an authentic Dutch flower arrangement by 
the Rollingwood Garden Club, which contributes a weekly flower 
arrangement to the library. Voters of Plainview approved the cre- 
ation of a school district public library. A Great Books leader 
training course is being given at the Hempstead Public Library by 
the Great Books Foundation. There are currently over 40 Great Books 
discussion groups meeting in various libraries on Long Island. The 
Covert Public Library, branch of the Elmont and Stewart Manor Public 
Library, is now located in new quarters, a store building at 100 
Covert Avenue. New shelving was recently installed in the Reading 
Room of the Westbury Community Center Library. 





New York. Great Kills branch library is now lending phonograph records 
from a duplicate pay collection. 









Onondaga. Wharton Miller, dean of the School of Library Science, 
Syracuse University, is retiring. The Ezekiel W. Mundy Branch 

of the Syracuse Public Library is moving from its house location 

to improved store type quarters close by. Reopening will be in 
June. The local press featured the fiftieth anniversary of the 
opening, on March 23, 1905, of the Main Library Building. An essay 
contest was held in connection with the 50th anniversary of the 
Solvay Public Library. 


Ontario. A Spring Festival of Books was held in the Geneva Free 
Library. 














Orange. Two children's story hours a week are now being held in 
Highland Falls. 





Orleans. The Friends of the Libraries in Orleans County met April 28 
in Medina. An art display was held, a constitution adopted, officers 
elected. Mr. Donald Fornes of Holley is President; Thomas Heard, Jr. 
of Gaines, Vice-President; Miss Ola Burns, Holley, Secretary-Treasurer. 





Otsego. Miss Rosanna Bagg, librarian of the Huntington Memorial Library, 
Oneonta, N.Y., will retire on August l. 
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Queens. The Flushing Public Library will set up temporary quarters at 
133-54 41st road while the city constructs a $657,000 new building 
on the present site. The Jamaica Public Library is holding a lecture 
series on "Preparation for Retirement." 


Saint Lawrence. The 35th anniversary of the Hepburn Library of Lisbon 
was celebrated on April 30. L. Marion Moshier was the guest speaker. 
The library at Massena has been redecorated. A contract has been 
approved for a new library building at Rensselaer Falls. 


Saratoga. A county-wide meeting of trustees was held in the Saratoga 
Springs Public Library on April 23rd. 


Schenectady. Friends and Associates of the late Charles Justus Koch, 
engineer at the General Electric Company, have established the Charles 
Justus Koch collection made up of books on mountaineering, sailing, 
figure skating and history, subjects in which Mr. Koch was especially 
interested. --The Scotia Branch Library has received a collection of 
books on conservation, hunting and fishing and American History from 
the Disabled American Veterans Organization William C. Ackerknecht 
Chapter 24, in memory of the late Thomas Wylie Heter. 


Steuben. A series of student pictures depicting "Life in America" were 
displayed in the Corning Memorial Library by members of the Junior 
Red Cross. 


Suffolk. Long Island librarians, who met at the Huntington Historical 


Society, are making plans to preserve the Island's historic old news- 
papers by microfilming them. 


Warren. The Crandall Free Library, Glens Falls, had an exhibit of precious 
stones and uranium ores, sponsored by the Friends of the Library. 


Wayne. The Ontario Free Library has had a "spring clean up." It has been 
painted, varnished and the book collections have been reorganized. The 
Rotary Club presented the Newark Public Library with $300 to be used 
in the purchase of reference books for the library. On May 10, voters 
of the Lyons Central School District voted to establish a public 
library. 


Westchester. The Dobbs Ferry Library has sponsored a series of lectures, 
"Meet Your Neighbor." The final speaker was Mr. Lincoln Rothschild 
who spoke on "The Heritage of Modern Sculpture," accompanied with 
slides. Two rooms are being converted into reading rooms at the 
John C. Hart Memorial Library in Shrub Oak. The Mount Vernon Public 
Library had a display of decorated cookies. Approximately 125 people 
attended the Friends of the Library annual meeting ai the Scarsdale 
Public Library, May 20th. Carl Carmer was the speaker. 
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yi Activities of the Stat fe Library Vi 


AND OF STATE- WIDE INTEREST 
Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin and Mason Tolman 


Decision on Ives Book: Some libraries have had inquiries 
relating to the juvenile book Russia by Vernon Ives and 
have been told that The Education De Department has issued a 
report relating to it. The item referred to is the report 
of the Textbook Commission which was given in full as a 
supplement to the May 1955 issue of The Bookmark. Extracts 
from this report are included on the inside page of the 
back cover of this issue. 


When questions arise, reference to The Library Bill of 
Rights and the Resolutions adopted by the members of the 
NYLA, October 9, 1954 is a wise procedure. (The Bookmark 
March 1954) 


Summer Workshops: "Group and Conference Leadership" will be the subject 
of a workshop to be conducted by Dr. Edward Sargent at the New York State 
College for Teachers, Albany, July 6-15, 1:00-4:30 P.M. Credit for two 
semester-hours will be given. The course is planned for those who have 
completed the Bachelor's degree. A Junior High School Library workshop 
with two semester-hours' credit will be conducted daily from 10:00 A.M.- 
2:30 P.M. July 11-22 by Miss Kathryn S. Wilkins. For further information 
write to: Director of Summer Sessions, N.Y. State College for Teachers, 
Albany 3, New York. 

The Fourth Annual Midwest Workshop in Community Human Relations is 
scheduled for July 25 - August 12, 1955 at the University of Chicago. 
Special attention will be given to librarians' problems. Details will 
be supplied by Dr. Bettie B. Sarchet, University College, University of 
Chicago, 19 South La Salle St., Chicago 3, Illinois. 

"Non-book materials and techniques in elementary and high school li- 
braries," will receive emphasis this year at University of Michigan's 
Department of Library Science Workshop, August 1-12, at Ann Arbor,Mich- 
igan. Problems identified by the group will be considered through talks, 
group discussions, individual reports and conferences. For further infor- 
mation write to: Department of Library Science, University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


Television for Libraries: The PLD Reporter, No. 2 has as its subject 
TV -— HOW PUBLIC LIBRARIES USE IT. It contains definite and explicit 
reports of TV programs that have been put on by public libraries, with 
comments on the results and the procedures. The Statc Library will be 
glad to lend a copy to any librarian interested. 


NYLA Booklist Contest: All libraries in New York State are invited to 
submit booklists which have been prepared for public distribution during 
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1955. Entries should be submitted by September 15th to: Miss Florence 
Boochever, Editor, The Bookmark, New York State Library, Albany 1, New 
York. Criteria will be: choice of subject, selection, and format. The 
Adult Education Committee will judge the booklists and grant three cer- 
tificate awards at the Lake Placid Conference of the New York Library 
Association, in October. An award will be given to the library sub- 
mitting the best list in each of three categories: libraries in commu- 
nities with less than 25,000 population; libraries in communities rang- 
ing from 25,000 to 75,000; and libraries in communities larger than 
75,000. The booklists submitted will be on display at Lake Placid. 


Hans Christian Andersen Sesquicentennial: In honor of the 150th anni- 
versary of the birth of Hans Christian Andersen, the Danish Information 
Office, 588 Fifth Ave., New York 36, N.Y., has issued an attractive pam- 
phlet containing six fairy tales by him, and a poster. The pamphlet is 
available through the Library Extension Division, Two new authentic 
Hans Christian Andersen films made in Denmark, THE STORY OF MY LIFE, and 
THE LITTLE TIN SOLDIER are distributed by Brandon Films, Inc., 200 West 
57th St., New York 19, N.Y., at rental costs of $7.00 and $9.00 respec- 
tively. 


Staff Briefs: Joyce Macdonald, Assistant Librarian in the Medical Library, 
and Rose Friedheim, Junior Librarian, held an exhibit of medical books 
and journals at the Annual Meeting of the Medical Society of the State 
of New York, in Buffalo, May 9-13. 
Heath Babcock, Medical Librarian, attended the Annual Meeting of the 
Medical Library Association in Milwaukee, May 16-20. Miss Babcock will 
be a member of the Standards Committee and Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on Certification for 1955-56. 


"Focus on Children" Washington Conference Closes: More than 2800 people 
attended the Study Conference of the Association for Childhood Education 
International in Kansas City, Missouri, April 11-15. Speakers at general 
sessions included such outstanding educators as: James L. Hymes, Jr., 
George Peabody College for Teachers, Nashville, Tennessee; Alice Keliher, 
New York University, New York City; Agnes Snyder, Adelphi College, Garden 
City, N. ¥.3; Leland Jacobs, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York 
City; as well as J. D. M. Griffin, General Director, Canadian Mental 
Health Association, Toronto, Ontario. 

The Association's Plan of Action for 1955-57 was adopted, and plans 
were made by registrants for action designed to meet the pressing needs 
of children. Materials and books for children, approved by ACEI and 
contributed by manufacturers and publishers to centers for children in 
the Kansas City area, were exhibited in the Functional Display. Study 
and laboratory groups were participated in. The 1956 Study Conference 
will be held in Washington, D.C. 


William Allen White Award: Jean Bailey,librarian of the Pratt Junior 
College Library in Pratt, Kansas, had won the 1955 William Allen White 
Award for her book, Cherokee Bill: Oklahoma pacer, which was published 
in 1952 by Abingdon Press. Illustrated by Pers Crowell, the book was 
selected by Kansas school children as their favorite from a list of 18 
books. 
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Carnival of Books: The American Library Association has announced that 
this"excellent children's book program" conducted by Ruth Harshaw, will 
be dropped from the radio network on June 11. The ALA makes the follow- 
ing appeal: "Please ask all the peonle who will be concerned about the 
loss of this outstanding radio program to write to Sylvester L. Weaver, 
President, National Broadcasting Company, RCA Building, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York 20, and to their local NBC stations" and request that 
"Carnival of Books" be returned to the networks. 


Pre-ALA Briefs 


ALA Conference: The American Library Association will hold its 7Ath 
Annual Conference, one of America's largest professional gatherings, 
on July 3-9 in Philadelphia, Pa. Forty-five hundred persons are ex- 
pected to attend and to participate in the program, whose theme is, 
"Libraries in the Life of the Nation." The ALA has not met in Phila- 
delphia since 1897. In 1951, a special meeting which celebrated the 
75th anniversary of the founding of ALA was held in Philadelphia as a 
highlight of National Library Day. 


Principal Speakers: George V. Allen, an assistant secretary of State; 
Victor Reuther, A C10 official; John A. Stephens, U. S. Steel Corpo- 
ration; Jonathan W. Daniels, author and editor. John S. Richards, li- 
brarian of the Seattle, Washington, Public Library, will be installed 

as incoming president of the Association. Approximately 250 meetings 

on all phases of librarianship will be held throughout the conference by 
the boards and committees of ALA and the seven ALA Divisions. 


Pre-conference Meetings: an Audio-Visual Institute, July 2 & 3, jointly 
sponsored by the Audio-Visual Board, the Audio-Visual Round Table, and 
the office of Education; a Book Selection Workshop, July 2 and 3, co- 
sponsored by the Intellectual Freedom Committee and the Public Libraries 
Division; a Personnel Administration Workshop, July 1 & 2, sponsored by 
the Personnel Administration Board. 


Dinners and Luncheons: The Newbery-Caldecott Dinner, at which winners 

of the noted awards for children's books are feted, will be held on 
Tuesday, July 5. The Friends of Libraries Committee luncheon meeting 
will be held on Tuesday with a panel discussion and Marchette G. Chute, 
author, as speaker. A banquet of the Association of College and Reference 
Libraries on Tuesday evening will open a book exhibit covering four cen- 
turies of Philadelphia. The exhibit at the University of Pennsylvania 
Museum will be open to the public and will feature the rarest imprints 

of the leading libraries in the Philadelphia area. 


Division and Section Highlights: The ACRL is sponsoring a Moonlight 
Cruise with square dancing, aboard a Wilson Line excursion steamer 
on the Delaware River on Thursday (July 7) evening. The program meet- 
ing of the American Association of School Librarians on Tuesday afternoon 
will be devoted to an overview of the White House Conference on Education. 
Clint Pace, Director of the Conference, will talk on "Critical Areas in 
Education." The discussion group meeting of AASL on Thursday morning 
will coneern “School Libraries and the Gifted Reader." 

The Public Libraries Division and the ALA Office for Adult Education 
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will hold a joint all-day meeting on Saturday, July 9 for representa- 
tives of state extension agencies and state associations to discuss in- 
plications of the Library Services Bill and the new ALA Library-Community 
Project. The program of the Public Libraries Division membership meet- 
ing on Tuesday, July 5 will be highlighted by a report on the revision 

of Post-War Standards by Dr. Lowell A. Martin, Dean, Graduate School of 
Library Services, Rutgers University. Among the activities of the Divi- 
sion's five sections will be an all-day program of panel discussions 

and a dinner meeting on Thursday, July 7 of the Trustees Section. 

The Division of Libraries for Children and Young People will present 
as the speaker at its program on Tuesday, July 5 Dr. E. Preston Sharp, 
Director of the Youth Study Center in Philadelphia. The Children's Li- 
brary Association's four-day program, Tuesday through Thursday, will be 
highlighted by talks by Elizabeth Nesbitt, Associate Dean, Carnegie Li- 
brary School, Pittsburgh, and Ken McCormick, editor-in-chief, Doubleday 
and Company. The Division of Cataloging and Classification will conduct 
a program on Thursday morning with co-sponsorship of AASL, ACRL, and 
PLD, with discussions centering on "What is Wanted from the Card Catalog." 


Awards: Awards to be presented during the Conference are: the Margaret 
Mann Citation, the Dana Publicity Awards, Letter awards, Lippincott 
Award, Citations of Trustees, E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award, Melvil 
Dewey Medal, Grolier Society Award, and the Oberly Memorial Award. 


Guests: Among guests at the Conference will be twenty-five librarians 
from other countries who have been in the U. S. since February for a five- 
month program of training and internship under a joint ALA-State Depart- 
ment Exchange of Persons Project. 


General Sessions and Exhibits: The general sessions which are open to 
the public, Council meetings, and some of the section meetings will be 
held in Philadelphia Convention Hall which will also house an exhibit 
of 198 booths-- the largest exhibit at any ALA Conference-- displaying 
the newest library supplies of equipment firms, and the offerings of 
publishers. 


CORRECTION 


The booklist "Recipe for Retirement" (The Bookmark, May, 1955) 
was erroneously credited to Mildred S. Young. It should have 
been credited to Harriet Quimby, Brooklyn Public Library, who 
compiled it. Sincere apologies to Miss Quimby and thanks to 
Miss Young for informing us of our mistake. 
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ARNOLD JOHANN FERDINAND VAN LAER 


AN APPRECIATION 


"Mr. van Laer brings to his work a rare combination of linguistic 
ability, professional training, accuracy and enthusiasm which will 
render his services of great value in deciphering the rich collection 
of Dutch manuscripts, etc. intrusted to his care." Thus wrote the 
State Librarian in his report for the year ending September 30, 1899. 


Arnold Johann Ferdinand van Laer, born in Utrecht, Holland, was 
graduated in 1899 from the two-year course at the New York State 
Library School in Albany, which he entered with a civil engineering 
degree from the Polytechnische School at Delft, Holland. The State 
archivist of the State Library had died in April, and upon graduation 
Mr. van Laer was appointed sublibrarian in charge of the Manuscripts 
Division. Within a year his title was changed to State Archivist, 
and he continued in that position until 1914, when under a reorgani- 
zation program he was transferred, with the title, to the State 
Historian's office. He retired in 1939. 


In his first report, 1900, Mr. van Laer wrote prophetically of 
the responsibility he felt for his position when he said: "Many of 
the Dutch records are at present in such frail condition that any 
handling, however careful, puts them in danger of becoming torn and 
more illegible.... Apart, therefore, from the danger of total de- 
struction by fire or otherwise, always attending unique documents, 
it seems imperative that they should be preserved in print as soon 
as possible.... To do this work ctranslation into English and edit- 
ing for publicationg satisfactorily it is not sufficient to have a 
thorough knowledge of both languages, but the translator must also 
be familiar with the details of the history, customs, and personal 
and local names, requiring a special preparation which can in no 
way be better obtained than by copying the whole of the records be- 
fore beginning the translation. Being a native of Holland rand, he 
might have added, having as background a broad cultural education in 
that country] I feel especially well qualified for this task and would 
like to give it my undivided attention for at least a part of each 
day." 


Copying and translating the Dutch records and editing them for 
publication became Mr. van Laer's life work; and of it could be re- 
peated in each instance the comment of Commissioner of Education 
Draper in his introductory statement to the Van Rensselaer Bowier 
manuscripts; being the letters of Kiliaen Van Rensselaer 1630-1643, 
and other documents relating to the colony of Rensselaerswyck, pub- 
lished by the Education Department in 1908: "The fact that they have 
been translated and arranged by, or under the personal direction of, 
Mr. Arnold J.F. van Laer leaves no room for doubt of their accuracy 
as here presented." 
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A crushing blow was dealt to Mr. van Laer's plans when the 
Capitol fire of 1911 destroyed many and damaged most of the manus- 
cripts in the State Library. That so many of the most valuable 
basic state records were salvaged can be attributed largely to 
Mr. van Laer's knowledge of their location and their appearance, 
and to the almost superhuman efforts he and Mr. I. N. Phelps Stokes 
exerted to extricate them and give them expert "first aid" treat- 
ment. He bravely took up again the task of copying and translating, 
his intimate acquaintance with the contents of the documents en- 
abling him to reconstruct the text of many of them as no one else 
could have done. 


Besides preparing translations of official state records 
which have not been published, he saw through the press six volumes 
of court records of Fort Orange and Beverwyck, Albany, Rensselaers- 
wyck and Schenectady; the correspondence of Jeremias and Maria Van 
Rensselaer 1651-1689 in two volumes; and three volumes of revised 
translations of early records of the city and county of Albany, 
which had been translated earlier by Jonathan Fearson. No attempt 
is made here to present a complete bibliography. while carrying on 
his official work he also contributed scholarly articles, based on 
sound research, to various historical periodicals, including the 
Holland Society Year Book and the Dutch Settlers Society of Albany 
Yearbook. His help in deciphering, translating, and interpreting 
documentary material relating to New Netherland and the Dutch west 
India Company was sought far and wide, in this country and abroad. 
His decisions were-- and are-- considered definitive. Modesty, 
kindness, enthusiasm, and a passion to preserve the sources of the 
history of New York under the Dutch and to have them accurately 
interpreted marked his career. 


Mr. van Laer died March 25, 1955. New York State is fortu- 
nate to have had the benefit of his scholarship, and has suffered 
an irreparable loss in no longer having the guidance of his 
counsel. 


Edna L. Jacobsen 

Head of Manuscripts and 
History Section 

New York State Library 


The Bookmark June, 1955 





































Extracts from Report of the Textbook Commission to the 
Board of Regents on the book, Russia, by Vernon Ives 


We do not find any portion of the book, including those portions 

referred to in the Complaint, either seditious in character or 

disloyal to the United States. We find no language that may 

% fairly be said to advocate the destruction by force of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. We find no language that may fairly 

be said to violate a true allegiance to the United States. 


Although we find that use of the book Russia as a text book in 
courses in the public schools of New York would not violate 
Section 704, we do not imply thereby that we deem the book an 
adequate text on the matter that it purports to treat. Indeed, 
it has passages—-for example, those designated in the Complaint-—- 
that are either untrue or of a character almost certain to evoke 
untrue inferences in the minds of uninformed readers. 


Thus, at pages 22 through 24, following comments upon the ethnic 
diversity of the Russian people, the book reads: 






" , . . Whoever they are (the various Russian ethnic 
groups), their language is respected, their culture 

honored. They have their rights--and their responsi- 
bilities." 






"As citizens, they have an equal share in the govern- 
ment." 


It is difficult to imagine that Mr. Ives has actually remained 
ignorant since 1943 of that ruthless dispersal by the Soviets 
of the Crimean Tartars, the Kalmyks and Chechen-Inguish peoples. 
Those and such other groups as the occupants of the German Volga 
A.S.S.R. have just disappeared. What has happened to those popu- 
lations is unknown. Their indigenous languages seem doomed. The 
tribute paid their cultures by the Communists has been to anni- 
hilate them. 


Under Section 704, this Commission is without authority to strike 
at the half-truths that are to be found in the book Russia. But 
we certainly question the value of this book as a reference work 
or text in the public schools of New York. Local Boards of 
_ Education would seem well advised to exclude the book from their 
school libraries. However, the power of this Commission to ef- 
fect exclusions is limited, and does not arise in any case where 
the Commission finds that a book of which complaint is made does 
not contain material seditious in character or disloyal to the 
United States. We have so found as to the book Russia. The 
Complaint is dismissed. 








Dated, March 21, 1955. 





el Atel de 






